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ties, in which we fee the females afterwards engaged*
Drefs and finery, thofe copious fources of female
ftudy, are here hardly known; at leaft they are al-
ways uniform* and fo extremely limited as to leave
no room for invention*

IT is not the praftice of the Hindoos to give any
dowry on the marriage of a daughter; on the con-
trary, when a girl is demanded of her father* and his
confent obtained, a prefent fe made to him by the in-
tended hufbaad, as a token that ffae thereafter be-
longs to him. This probably was originally a pur-
chafe ; as was the cafe among the early Rom&os,
who were in the ancient law faid to acquire them
fiwiiptioM9 as they did afterwards by die ceremonies
of confarreatioji.

THE confinement of the Hindoo women, and the
general purity of their manners, give little room for
diffolvmg marriage by divorce* Death is the ufual
manner in which that connexion ceafes; and here
it was formerly a received opinion, that one of the
wives of a great man fhould bum feerfelf with her
deceafed hufband. The influence of the Mahome-
dan government, and ftill more that of the Bri-
tifh, has tended to difcourage a practice fo repugnant
to humanity and reafon. Every argument of diffiia-
fion has been ufed by them, and frequently with ef-
feQ:* A Rajah in one of the Britifli provinces hav-
iug been dangeroufly ill, it was communicated to||te
officer, that Ins wife, in the event of

his